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Significant public and private sector investment has gone into 
the city in recent years, to improve our resilience to climate 
change and connectivity, including our highways capacity and 
digital capabilities; as well as into our university, our schools, our 
fabulous city centre, our leisure and culture too. Hull really does 
have it all. 

We are a predominantly manufacturing city, we make things; 
over the decades many global brands and household names have 
been created here and are still here today. Recent large scale 
private sector investments in R&D and the development of new 
technologies have come from international businesses such as 
Reckitt, Ideal boilers, Croda and Siemens Gamesa, demonstrating 
the confidence large companies have in the city. Collaborations 
between our largest companies and some of our smallest are 
encouraging entrepreneurship and supporting the growth of 
home-grown talent as well as the significant presence of the Hull 
York Medical School, supporting our NHS. 

We are at the forefront of the development and deployment of 
new environmental technologies. Achieving an environmentally 
resilient and sustainable economy is a ‘must do’ for us, we are 
global leaders in tackling climate change which we see as an 
imperative for a maritime city as we look at new and innovative 
ways to live.  

Hull’s digital infrastructure is unrivalled. We are one of the most 
digitally enabled cities in the world with full fibre to the entire city 
and speeds of one gigabit per second. According to Tech-nation, 
in 2020 we secured the most tech investment of any northern city 
and 5th in the country outside of London. 

We have a great team in Hull who will work with you right from 
your initial enquiry through to you setting up your business and 
beyond, they will help you to negotiate any consenting processes 
and to access any available financial support as well as finding your 
workforce and contractors and any other assistance you may need.

Whatever your business, you will find 
what you are looking for in Hull.

WELCOME TO HULL 

“The £100m investment we’re 
announcing today is a huge vote of 
confidence in our regional business 
from our new owners, who recognise 
the great potential this region has 
to grow and prosper with quality 
ultrafast broadband.”

KCOM 

Welcome to Hull! A well-connected Yorkshire Maritime city, a world leading city of culture, 
the UK centre for the offshore industry and UK’s first full fibre city. We are unashamedly 
ambitious, forward thinking and outward looking.
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Hull is a great place to live, work, study and grow a business. 
We are a city full of people passionate about the place they call 
home. We are located on the East Coast on the north bank of the 
Humber Estuary. More than one million people live in the city 
and its immediate hinterland, with a further nine million people 
living within a two-hour drive. We’ve got a great quality of life 
and our young population is rising alongside our economic 
success as more professionals, families, students, artists and 
entrepreneurs choose Hull. 

Our GVA is worth over £6bn (2019) and is growing with 
manufacturing accounting for 24% of the city’s productivity; 
and we’re home to more than 8,400 businesses and you will find 
some of the most iconic brands based here including Siemens 
Gamesa, Smith and Nephew, Reckitt, ABP, Arco, P&O, Sonoco-
Trident, Cranswick PLC, Ideal Heating, Aunt Bessie’s, BP, and 
Croda, to name just a few. 

With strength and depth, the commitment of the private 
sector to the city is evident in education, the Ron Dearing 
UTC specialises in advanced technologies, creating a digitally 
talented workforce with industry partners, as well as the 
University of Hull, who offer world class education to over 
16,000 students producing an attractive pipeline of talent. 

Our digital credentials are top rate with full fibre access across 
the city and the Centre for Digital Innovation (C4DI). 

Hull has undergone a cultural regeneration with an enviable 
range of music venues, theatres, museums and galleries and 
living and working here offers the best of both worlds - a vibrant 
city centre with a stunning coastline and beautiful countryside. 
Living here doesn’t cost the earth either, Hull is one of the most 
affordable places to live according to the Halifax 2021.

We’ve got an excellent sporting pedigree too with the University 
of Hull sponsoring Team GB and the only city to have two top 
flight Rugby League teams and a championship Football club. 

“When you start to think of a 
city as programmable, there is 
opportunity to not only improve 
individual services with technology, 
but use combined data insight from 
those services to create a holistic, 
actionable view for local authorities.” 

“Hull City Council are investing 
in the future of their city to help it 
become one of the smartest in the 
world, and we’re  delighted to be a 
part of that with Connexin.”

Scot Gardner,  
Chief Executive, Cisco UK & Ireland 
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Alongside our excellent road and rail links, north to south and east to west, we were the UK’s first 
‘full fibre city’ with ultrafast broadband delivering speeds of one gigabit per second to the entire 
city and beyond; 5G is here; which supports our smart city platform which means we can use our 
data capability for the benefit of everyone.

WHY HULL?

We have an outstanding pipeline of talent. Over half a million 
people live within half an hour’s drive, including over 16,000 
students in the city. The University of Hull is at the cutting 
edge of the development of self-reinforcing knowledge locally 
and is fully aligned to many of the growth sectors, including 
the Hull York Medical School, providing innovative medical 
education and research and is at the forefront of the UK’s 
thinking around flood management and climate change 
which has helped establish Hull as one of a handful of  
Global Water Resilient cities.

COST COMPETITIVE
Hull businesses benefit from some of the highest staff  
retention rates in the country and lower than average wage rates.

Our high-quality city centre office space (grade A) is currently 
around 40% cheaper than Leeds and 75% cheaper than the  
West End of London. The Humber Freeport provides tax 
incentives for investors and our dedicated Employment Hub 
provides recruitment support.

INNOVATION
Hull is a hotbed of innovation. Reckitt’s £105m Centre for 
Scientific Excellence, Croda’s new manufacturing facility, Ideal 
Boilers, Indivior and C4Di’s technology incubator are just some 
of the recent investments in future technologies. The University 
of Hull has a number of world leading research institutes 
including the Institute for Clinical and Applied Health Research, 
the Institute for Energy and the Environment, the Logistics 
Institute and the Marine and Maritime Institute. 

Photo: © Reckitt

“After evaluating several global  
sites, Hull was selected based  
on the excellent talent pool.” 

Clare Walker, 
R&D Group Category Director, Reckitt

(source Marketing the Humber)
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Hull really is a UK leader in the Renewable energy with Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm just off the 
coast, we are perfectly placed for this growing industry as UK content becomes ever more important. 

We are home to Siemens Gamesa who already employ 1000 local 
people and are growing. They have invested £500m over recent 
years, keeping apace as the industry develops and now doubling 
the size of their facility to manufacture the next generation of 
offshore wind turbine blade. Future proofing operations and 
enhancing the longevity of the industry in the area is testament 
to the company’s commitment to the city. Suppliers and 
sub-contractors also operate around the port supporting the 
operations such as A2Sea and ALE.

Significant developments in hydrogen production are also 
underway to the east of the city with Equinor developing facilities 
to produce hydrogen from natural gas in combination with 
carbon capture and storage (CCS). 

We are also home to one of the largest energy from waste plants 
in the UK that will produce enough energy to power 43,000 
homes and recycle 250,000 tonnes of waste per annum and 
Vivergo Fuels £80m plant can produce up to 420 million litres    
of bioethinol for use in biofuels.

The University combines academic expertise with energy 
industry know how at the Aura Innovation Centre where 
businesses can access innovation and collaboration support.  
A dedicated master’s programme provides essential knowledge  
for the industry, where 27,000 new jobs are expected by 2030. 

Plans for the Yorkshire Energy Park, creating 4,000 jobs and 
providing low cost energy, business park and other developments 
are in the pipeline. Leading energy supplier E.ON, Asanti 
Datacentres, L&G Investment Management, SSE Utilities, BYD, 
Dell, WMG and local education provider Hull College, have 
already announced their support for the energy park plans.

OFFSHORE WIND - LOW 
CARBON TECHNOLOGIES/
RENEWABLE ENERGY

Photo: © Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy
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Hull is a predominantly manufacturing city and many global 
brands have been created here over many decades; and still 
are today. Recent large scale private sector investments in 
R&D and developing new technologies such as Reckitt’s 
£200m and Indivior’s £23m demonstrate the confidence 
large corporates have in the city. Collaborations between our 
largest companies and some of our smallest are encouraging 
entrepreneurship and ensuring home grown talent as well 
as the significant presence of the Hull York Medical School 
and support from C4Di and The University of Hull. Exciting 
plans to develop a medi-tech innovation hub are currently in 
the pipeline.

HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES, 
PHARMACEUTICALS 
AND HEALTHCARE

“Hull was chosen for investment ahead 
of locations across the world for our 
£105 million Centre for Scientific 
Excellence due to a well established  
R&D facility already in place, with 
highly skilled, talented individuals  
and space for further expansion.”  

Bruce Charlesworth, 
VP R&D Health & Hull Site Lead, Reckitt
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We boast one of the fastest growing digital sectors, supported by our incredibly fast and reliable 
infrastructure. Our gigabit per second download speed puts Hull at the top of the UK rankings and 
amongst the fastest in the world. Our local telecoms company KCOM has invested millions to put 
the city ahead of its competitors, delivering full fibre to the premises roll out to across the entire city. 
This infrastructure has been further strengthened by the installation of the city-wide long range 
wide area network (LoRaWan) by Connexin to support business connectivity and internet of things 
devices. The City also has a 5G network.

HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES, 
PHARMACEUTICALS 
AND HEALTHCARE

Hull is the most cost-effective place to run a tech company and 
currently there are around 7,000 people employed in the sector 
with an average turnover by employee of £133,000. 

As a Smart City, we are working in partnership with Microsoft, 
Connexin and Cisco to develop a smart city platform and data 
lake, and Connexin are building a new £80m 10,000Mbps capable 
full fibre network in Hull making us one of the most digitally 
connected cities.

The tech incubator C4Di helps technology businesses develop 
and traditional business innovate. Blue chip companies such 
as PWC, Reckitt and Siemens have all developed tech solutions 
working with the centre, which is the largest facility of its kind in 
the country. 

The Ron Dearing UTC, rated as outstanding by Ofsted,  
specialises in teaching 14–18-year-olds digital technology and 
provides a talent pipeline for employers and the university. 

The University of Hull plays a leading role nationally in 
the sector, the Viper supercomputer is the highest rated 
High-Performance Computing (HPC) centre in the North of 
England and has been used in global Covid 19 research. The 
Hull Immersive Visualization Environment (HIVE) provides 
researchers and industrial clients with advanced technologies 
such as a virtual reality immersive cube, VR theatre and  
gigapixel wall facilities.

KNOWLEDGE,  
DIGITAL AND CREATIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES

“The rate of growth in tech, the fact 
that it’s embedded within local industry 
(rather in a disparate siloed tech 
community), our fibre infrastructure, 
our talent from organisations such 
as the UTC and University of Hull, 
and the fact we’re the UK’s most cost 
effective place to run a tech company 
(Tech Nation 2017) give us considerable 
confidence for the future.”

John Connolly, 
MD C4DI
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The Port of Hull is one of the UK’s leading ports handling 10 
million tonnes per year across a variety of cargoes including 
lo-lo and ro-ro and 100,000 containers a year and is supported 
by a highly integrated cluster of logistics assets and expertise 
incorporating freight forwarding, distribution and warehousing. 
Specialist facilities such as the Siemens Gamesa terminal offering 
a range of port facilities including deep water berths, storage and 
heavy lift marine operations to a full turnkey service for wind 
farm and vessel operators are available. 

The Logistics Institute is a world-renowned centre for 
research, education and expertise in logistics and supply chain 
management.

THE HUMBER FREEPORT 
The Port of Hull forms part of the Humber Freeport where 
generous tax and customs benefits apply. The Freeport is 
focussed on advanced manufacturing and renewable energy;  
and is where businesses can benefit from tax breaks and 
incentives as well as more favourable customs arrangements  
for manufacturing and a streamlined planning process. 

PORTS & LOGISTICS

FACT

The transport and logistics sector 
contributes £350m GVA to the local 
economy and supports 11,000 local 
jobs in 825 enterprises.



We are an engineering and manufacturing 
powerhouse, home to global names such as 
Croda, Willerby Caravans, Siemens Gamesa, 
Reckitt, Ideal Heating, Daifuku Logan to name 
a few. 15% of the population is employed in 
this sector which is almost twice the national 
average.

Our strengths are in engineering, renewable energy and 
environmental technologies, the manufacture of caravans 
and modular buildings, healthcare products and printing and 
packaging. As a manufacturing city, we have a strong existing 
skills base and recent investments in R&D centres are creating 
real opportunities for the future. 

Our university has a number of research institutes and works 
with companies to develop IP rich products and processes in 
addition to providing specialist education and talent in line with 
industry needs.

MANUFACTURING, 
ENGINEERING AND 
ASSEMBLY

Photo: © Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy
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“After what has been and continues to 
be an exciting and exceptionally busy 
period for the whole of the Eltherington 
Group, we have taken the decision to 
purchase a much larger, modern site on 
Hedon Road which gives us significant 
scope for growth for the next period of 
our business.”

“Eltherington has been manufacturing 
high quality solutions in Hull for over  
50 years. Moving to the new site on 
Hedon Road will provide us with an 
opportunity to upgrade and modernise 
a number of our production processes, 
which will increase our overall efficiency 
and capacity even further.”

Antony Eltherington, 
Group Managing Director, Eltheringtons



The sector employs 4,500 people in manufacturing related roles 
and generates £310m GVA which is boosted by the strong growth 
in the independent restaurant, bar and cafés, part of the strong 
cultural and visitor scene.

Malmo food park provides specialist facilities including food 
grade accommodation for SMEs and early-stage businesses 
and the University provides integrated scientific support for 
businesses, including the effect of nutraceuticals in humans.

We’re home to household names such as Aunt Bessie’s,  
William Jackson, and McCain, producers such as Cranswick, 
Maizecor, AAK, Humdinger, Bright Blue foods and many more.

Hull has a long and rich history in the food 
sector and is a leading centre for the industry 
as the home for many global brands and 
artisan producers. We have a holistic supply 
chain that incorporates cold storage, laboratory 
and engineering services as well as state of  
the art packaging and labelling producers. 

FOOD AND DRINK
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“Hull is home to some real 
heavyweights in the international food 
and drink sector like AAK and Finlays, 
alongside an abundance of talented 
smaller producers. These firms have 
the quality produce that overseas 
buyers are increasingly hungry for, 
and there’s plenty of support to help 
businesses reach these customers – 
from e-commerce seminars to trade 
missions.”

Mark Robson, 
Head, UK Regions – Yorkshire & 
the Humber, at the Department for 
International Trade



The massive success of UK City of Culture 2017 
provided a platform for the sector. Investments 
in our museums, galleries and theatres have 
secured the city’s identity as a cultural capital.

We’ve heavily invested in our city centre to the tune of £250m 
establishing a world class visitor destination, bringing together 
the unique and historic old town and waterfront and creating a 
thriving cultural and economic hub. We are working to create 
a city centre less reliant on retail and delivering a long-term 
sustainable economy. This investment has resulted in a 3,500-
seat purpose built venue, a refurbished and rejuvenated indoor 
market hall, reimagined public spaces and a reconnection 
between the city and its now flourishing waterfront Fruit Market 
area with the installation of an iconic footbridge.

City centre living is thriving, we’ve assembled large development 
sites that provide opportunities for as many as 2,500 homes and 
apartments to be built as well as opportunities for leisure and retail. 

Hull’s ambition for growth in its visitor market is highlighted by 
the ongoing £28m Hull Yorkshire’s Maritime city project. Due for 
completion in 2024 the project includes restoring five of Hull’s key 
maritime heritage assets to place its 800 years of seafaring history 
at the heart of the city’s visitor offer and attract an additional 
300,000 visitors after its first year of reopening.
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TOURISM AND CULTURE
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KEY OPPORTUNITIES/
SITES
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If you’re in business and interested in what Hull has to offer,  
we want to hear from you. We can help your business to relocate, 
expand and thrive. Our specialist team is on hand and will work 
with you throughout the entire investment journey, whether 
your investment is large or small, a new or existing business. 

OUR SUPPORTIVE, 
EXPERIENCED AND 
WELL-CONNECTED 
TEAM CAN:
n Provide dedicated support to relocate  

your business 

n Help to develop a compelling business case 

n Provide business intelligence and insight 

n Facilitate access to finance, grants and 
incentives 

n Offer relocation advice and tours 

n Connect you to professional services  
such as banking, legal and accountancy. 

n Provide support to recruit and retain the 
best talent 

n Facilitate new connections and introduce 
you to sector networks 

n Leverage PR to announce your arrival  
and tell your story 

n Help you find the best space for your 
business, be it offices, co-workspace, 
industrial or bespoke builds and navigate 
you through the planning process.

n Assist you with staff recruitment and 
training supported by our Employment Hub 
and Hull Training and Adult Education.

We have identified specifically designated key employment sites located across the city, each 
offering unique investment possibilities. This includes the Humber Freeport where there are 
attractive benefits and incentives. Whatever your business need, our sites are well located with 
great access to the regional and national road network.

Contact the team at  
investhull@hullcc.gov.uk 
investhull.co.uk

Scan to find 
out more
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City Miles Time
London 215 4 hours
Birmingham 138 2 hours 20 mins
Manchester 97 1 hour 45 mins
Leeds 60 1 hour
Edinburgh 263 4 hours 50 mins
Newcastle 140 2 hour 25 mins
Sheffield 66 1 hour 15mins

DRIVING DISTANCES TO HULL 



INVEST HULL - FINANCE 
Businesses within Hull may be able to access a range of funding 
support ranging from grant funding to loans through to equity 
funding. The eligibility criteria and the amount you may be able 
to receive are different from scheme to scheme.

Our business support team are here to help, we can:

n Navigate you through potential funding and incentives

n Identify the opportunities available to you now  
and in the future

n Support you in the development of your funding case

n Assist you with your applications for grant funding,  
loans, equity or consultancy support.

Our team is able to carry out searches on behalf of businesses 
using a bespoke online platform. The system allows us to  
identify a range of funding options based on company profile, 
social aims, growth stage, and other factors. Contact a member  
of the team to learn more.
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COST OF LIVING
House prices in Hull and the neighbouring suburbs are 
less than 50% of the UK average. With Hull named as 
the most affordable place for first time buyers in the 
Country. The area has a wide range of properties and 
locations to choose from. From contemporary city 
centre apartments and houses with stunning riverside 
views, affordable flats and houses in popular areas for 
young professionals to traditional village locations all 
within an easy reach of Hull city centre.
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SCHOOLS AND 
EDUCATION
In addition, to the University, Hull and the surrounding 
area has a wide range of state and private schools/colleges 
to choose from with a number of outstanding state schools 
and colleges as well as highly regarded private schools.

QUALITY OF LIFE
Hull has undergone a cultural regeneration over the 
last seven years, leading to the City being awarded 
the UK City of Culture 2017. This investment in 
culture enables the city to offer a range of music 
venues, theatres, museums and galleries all of  
which are underpinned by year round events. 

The City also has a great sporting tradition  
with professional football, rugby and ice hockey 
teams, as well as great facilities for cricket and golf 
and Beverley Racecourse only 8 miles from the  
City centre.



INVESTHULL.CO.UK


