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We are unashamedly ambitious, forward thinking and outward 
looking. Significant public and private sector investment has gone 
into the city in recent years, into our infrastructure to improve our 
resilience and connectivity, including our digital capabilities, as 
well as into our university, our schools, our fabulous city centre, 
our leisure, and culture too.

Hull really does have it all. We are a predominantly manufacturing 
city, we make things; over the decades many global brands and 
household names have been created here and still are today. 
Recent large scale private sector investments in R&D and 
developing new technologies such as Reckitt, Ideal boilers, Croda 
and Smith & Nephew demonstrate the confidence large companies 
have in the city. 

Collaborations between our largest companies and some of our 
smallest are encouraging entrepreneurship and ensuring home 
grown talent as well as the significant presence of the Hull York 
Medical School, supporting our NHS. 

We are at the forefront of the development and deployment of 
new environmental technologies. Achieving an environmentally 
resilient and sustainable economy is a ‘must do’ for us, we are 
global leaders in tackling climate change which we see as an 
imperative for a maritime city as we look at new and innovative 
ways to live. 

Hull’s digital infrastructure is unrivalled. We are one of the most 
digitally enabled cities in the world with full fibre to the entire city 
and speeds of one gigabit per second, supported by 40,000 Mbps 
of connectivity through a new CXNDC data centre. According to 
Tech-nation, in 2020 we secured the most tech investment of any 
northern city and 5th in the country outside of London. 

We have a great team in Hull who will work with you right from 
your initial inquiry through to you setting up your business and 
beyond, they will help you to negotiate any consenting processes 
and to access any finance as well as finding your workforce and 
contractors and any other assistance you may need. Whatever your 
business, I’m sure you will find what you are looking for in Hull. 

INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to Hull! A well-connected northern port city, a world leading city of 
culture, the UK centre for offshore wind industry and UK’s first full fibre city
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Hull is a great place to live, work, study and grow a business. 
We are a city full of people passionate about the place they call 
home. We are located on the East Coast on the north bank of the 
Humber Estuary. More than one million people live in the city 
and its immediate hinterland, with a further nine million people 
living within a two-hour drive. We’ve got a great quality of life 
and our young population is rising alongside our economic 
success as more professionals, families, students, artists and 
entrepreneurs choose Hull. 

We are a city proud of our roots recognising more than  
800 years of seafaring history with our reimagining of our  
Hull: Yorkshires Maritime City Project.

We are a city looking proactively to the future with not only 
huge renewables manufacturing presence in the city but 
ambitious target to be carbon neutral by 2030.  

ABOUT 
HULL 
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Hull has undergone a cultural regeneration with an enviable range of music venues, 
theatres, museums, and galleries and living and working here offers the best of both 
worlds - a vibrant city centre with a stunning coastline and beautiful countryside. 

CULTURE

The massive success of UK City of Culture 2017 provided a 
platform for the sector. Investments in our museums, galleries 
and theatres have secured the city’s identity as a cultural capital.

Freedom, our annual arts festival celebrates our links to the 
abolition of slavery and sits firmly as a highlight in the city’s 
events programme. Beyond that Hull is a city that surprises, from 
giant tentacles escaping from the city’s historic buildings to city 
wide domino runs or even a sea of naked people painted blue, 
Hull is a city that isn’t afraid of being a little different. 

Support for live music is strong in our city, whether it be headline 
acts at sell out gigs a couple of times a week at the Bonus Arena, 
support for local acts finding their feet on the bigger stage 
Humber Street Sesh, the UKs largest local music festival or even 
just the support of a festival.

n MUSIC CITY 
n ANNUAL FESTIVALS 
n LITERACY CONNECTIONS 
n SPORT 
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CITY CENTRE ANCHOR 
INSTITUTIONS
Our high-quality city centre office space (grade A) is currently around 40% cheaper than Leeds 
and 75% cheaper than the West end of London. Hull has amongst the lowest staff turnover rates 
in the UK. Businesses benefit from some of the highest staff retention rates in the country.

Isaac Reckitt moved to Hull in 1840 as the ambitious son of 
a Lincolnshire farmer, taking on a mill in Dansom Lane. Fast 
forward to today and Reckitt is a recognisable household name 
yet its legacy remains in the city with the company’s new S&I 
Centre, with brand new consumer health laboratory facilities, 
is the first milestone of Reckitt’s ongoing £200m investment 
programme in the city.

“Hull was chosen for investment ahead 
of locations across the world for our 
£105 million Centre for Scientific 
Excellence due to a well-established R&D 
facility already in place, with highly 
skilled, talented individuals and space 
for further expansion.” 

Bruce Charlesworth, 
VP R&D Health & Hull Site Lead, Reckitt

RECKITT
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ARCO

Founded in Hull in 1884 Arco has doubled down 
on its support for the city and expanded into 
its recently completed city centre campus, to 
accommodate up to 600 members of staff in high 
quality office space alongside a 100% increase 
in the capacity of its distribution centre on the 
outskirts of the city.

SMITH+NEPHEW

Founded in Hull in 1856, Smith+Nephew is proud 
of its rich heritage in Hull and the site remains a 
cornerstone of Smith+Nephew. Since 2011, they 
have invested approximately £50 million in capital 
projects in order to maximise the benefits from 
their highly skilled workforce and to continue to 
create a sustainable future for the site.

C4DI

The tech incubator C4Di helps technology 
businesses develop and traditional business 
innovate. Blue chip companies such as PWC, 
Reckitt and Siemens have all developed tech 
solutions working with the centre, which is the 
largest facility of its kind in the country.

“The very fact we are here is proof of our 
commitment to Hull and our collaboration with 
other companies and organisations in the city. 
 
We have already done what it says on the tin of this 
new strategy - working together to help create a 
regional hub for high skills, high productivity and 
economic growth. 
 
What we are doing as a company fits very nicely 
with this strategy which is all about people, place 
and productivity. 
 
It’s worked for us and I am sure it can work for 
others.”

Thomas Martin 
Arco Chairman
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HULL IS A CITY WITH AMBITION, ITS AWARD WINNING CAPITAL 
PROJECT INVESTMENT HAS CHANGED THE WAY RESIDENTS, 
VISITORS AND INVESTORS SEE THIS HISTORIC MARITIME CITY

MURDOCH 
CONNECTION / A63

Improving connectivity and creating new, 
convenient and direct routes for people to cross 
the city, the bridge is the first part of a £355m 
programme of improvement that will reduce 
journey times, congestion and pollution while 
better connecting the city to its waterfront. 

TRINITY MARKET  

A once tired and low occupancy retail space, 
Trinity Market underwent a complete and 
sympathetic refurbishment, opening additional 
space, improved dining options and additional 
trading space. For the first time in its history the 
market has reached complete occupancy.

ALBION SQUARE 

Work has now begun on the ambitious £96m 
mixed use development featuring high-quality 
retail, housing, leisure and enhanced parking 
facilities set around an enclosed courtyard.

AWARD WINNING 
PUBLIC REALM 

A complete refurbishment of the majority of the 
city centre public realm has led to Hull City Council 
winning many awards including the Gold Re:Generate 
award at the national REVO awards which recognises 
original investment and ingenuity in the public sector 
to help support and enhance retail environments. 
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WHITEFRIARGATE

The Whitefriargate area of the city has been 
ripe for development and with the availability 
of Heritage Lottery and now also Levelling Up 
funding the opportunity to find a new location for 
independent businesses is already underway. 

MYTONGATE 

Including the striking £36 million Bonus Arena, a 
3,500-capacity live performance and conferencing 
venue, which was finished in 2018 as part of a 
positive transformation of the immediate area. 
Situated between the marina and the heart of the 
city with great transport links this area has been 
transformed while retaining some opportunities 
for future operators.

EAST BANK 

Using land on the east Bank of the River Hull this 
future redevelopment will be the biggest single 
city centre residential project in a generation. 
Earmarked as the first phase of a scheme expected 
to eventually see around 800 new homes.



investhull.co.uk10

The demand for quality housing has never been 
higher and this is reflected in the huge growth 
in residential developments and repurposing of 
existing city centre spaces. 

Hull has undergone a cultural regeneration over the last seven 
years, leading to the City being awarded the UK City of Culture 

2017. This investment in culture enables the city to offer a range 
of music venues, theatres, museums and galleries all of which are 
underpinned by year round events.

The City also has a great sporting tradition with professional 
football, rugby and ice hockey teams, as well as great facilities for 
cricket and golf and Beverley racecourse only 8 miles from the 
City centre.

Living in a great city doesn’t need to cost the 
earth. And that is House prices in Hull and 
the neighbouring suburbs are less than 50% 
of the UK average. With Hull named as the 
most affordable place for first time buyers 
in the country. The area has a wide range of 
properties and locations to choose from. From 
contemporary city centre apartments and 
houses with stunning riverside views, affordable 
flats and houses in popular areas for young 
professionals to traditional village locations all 
within an easy reach of Hull city centre.

The joint venture won the Gold award for Best Mixed-Use 
Development in the prestigious WhatHouse? Awards, the Oscars 
of the housebuilding industry. Wykeland Beal also took the Silver 
award in the Best Regeneration Scheme category. 

The city centre has seen huge growth in residential conversion in 
properties including King William House, K2 and the Glass House 
all providing high quality apartments in the city centre. Hull’s 
Fruit Market area has been a driving force for city centre living, 
surrounded by creativity, enterprise and colour, all units in this 
newly-developed creative hub of the city have now sold.

City centre living is thriving, to support future development we’ve 
assembled large development sites that provide opportunities 
for as many as 2,500 homes and apartments to be built alongside 
opportunities for leisure and retail. Check out development 
opportunities guide for more information on these sites. 

RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

COST OF LIVING 



Dominic Gibbons, managing 
director of Wykeland Group, says: 
“Twelve years ago, we met up 
with Beal Homes to explore what 
we could do together to realise 
what both companies recognised 
as Hull’s biggest regeneration 
opportunity.

“That meeting developed into our 
vision for the long-neglected Fruit 
Market – to make it a vibrant and 
unique community where people 
live, work and play.

“We approached Hull City Council with this exciting vision and 
were delighted to find it was embraced with a passion to deliver in 
the true spirit of collaborative partnership.

“Back then, the Fruit Market was a picture of decline. Today,  
the contrast could not be greater. 

“The crumbling former fruit and veg warehouses have been 
restored and brought back to life as restaurants, cafes, shops, 
galleries and creative spaces.

“The cobbled streets are busy as footfall grows month on 
month. New businesses are everywhere, around 2,000 workers 
call the Fruit Market their home and our city living residential 
development has been a spectacular, sold-out success.

“The Fruit Market also boasts one of the UK’s fastest-growing 
tech communities, centred around C4DI, and was chosen by 
safety industry leader Arco for a state-of-the-art head office, 
developed by Wykeland Beal, which showcases the very best in 
post COVID-19 workspaces.

“Wykeland and Beal are both long-established local businesses. 
Hull is our home city and that’s a huge reason why we invested in 
the Fruit Market and why we have each done so much to create 
great places to live, work, shop and socialise locally.

“But local loyalty aside, investing in Hull is also great business. 
It’s a city with a supportive investment environment, a capable 
and hard-working workforce, a can-do attitude and so many 
opportunities for growth.”

wykeland.co.uk 
beal-homes.co.uk 
fruitmarkethull.co.uk

Hull’s Fruit Market has been transformed from near dereliction into a thriving urban village. This 
£80m transformation has been driven by the Wykeland Beal joint venture of commercial developer 
Wykeland Beal and housebuilder Beal Homes, working closely in partnership with Hull City Council.

WYKELAND BEAL 
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VISITOR ECONOMY 
The massive success of UK City of Culture 2017 
provided a platform for the sector. Investments 
in our museums, galleries and theatres have 
secured the city’s identity as a cultural capital. 
We’ve heavily invested in our city centre to 
the tune of £250m establishing a world class 
visitor destination, bringing together the 
unique and historic old town and waterfront 
and creating a thriving cultural and economic 
hub. We are working to create a city centre 
less reliant on retail and delivering a long-
term sustainable economy. This investment 
has resulted in a 3,500-seat purpose built 

venue, a refurbished and rejuvenated indoor 
market hall, re-imagined public spaces and 
a reconnection between the city and its now 
flourishing waterfront Fruit Market area with 
the installation of an iconic footbridge.

The Maritime history of the city is being recognised in the Hull 
Maritime City Project, a £30m investment in the restoration of 
five of Hull’s key maritime heritage assets to place its 800 years of 
seafaring history at the heart of the city’s visitor offer. 

The Deep remains the most commercially successful millennium 
project and this year celebrates its 20th anniversary, continuing to 
grow its visitor numbers and offer. 



Property developer Allenby Commercial has 
been trading for over 30 years. In 2015, the 
company relocated from Hessle, East Yorkshire, 
to Hull city centre’s Old Town, sensing a healthy 
appetite within Hull City Council  
for investment and regeneration.

Development manager Charlie Allenby says: “Our track record of 
delivering projects in a timely manner and to a high specification 
has earned us a reputation as one of the area’s leading and most-
trusted developers.

“Three particular projects showcase what we have achieved with 
the support of Hull City Council.

“Danish Buildings and the adjoining Grade II-listed Bayles House 
have been lovingly restored at a cost of £1.2 million, supported 
with £250,000 from the Government’s Local Growth Fund. The 
investment has turned tumbledown riverside properties into 17 
studios which are being snapped up by architects, film-makers, 
marketing professionals, tattooists, hair stylists and other 
creatives. 

“At the other end of the city centre, the already-thriving Victorian 
Paragon Arcade emerged from lockdown to unveil a succession of 
new, independent businesses. There’s a healthy turnover of new 
traders – people move in, grow, need more space and move on to 
make way for the next success story. Shop, eat, drink, get your hair 
done… it’s a community under one gorgeous glass roof.

“Next to Hull Minster, the conversion of vacant shops and 
offices has created The Hideout Hotel - 15 luxury self-catering 
apartments that incorporate work by local furniture makers and 
artists. The ethos is about supporting the city centre’s bars and 
restaurants, and Hideout’s quirkiness and quality has earned 
plaudits from the Rough Guides’ Top 10 cities to visit, TripAdvisor 
and Channel 4’s Four in a Bed.

“We see ourselves as facilitators for innovative businesses and 
individuals. We look forward to helping them hatch, flourish and 
bring jobs and joy to Hull’s fantastic city centre.”

ALLENBY COMMERCIAL

allenbycommercial.com
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RETAIL, FOOD 
& DRINK

A RENEWED CITY CENTRE 

Hull has seen a revolution in over the last 
five years. Public realm improvements, 
redevelopment of out of use buildings and 
a huge increase in demand has led to an 
award winning, rejuvenated city centre space. 
Increase residential development has given 
opportunity for investors to meet the new found 
demand for quality cafes, bars, restaurants and 
eateries. 

Latest addition Brewdog and Red Dog BBQ join a great variety 
of high street brands that have found a home in the city 
centre. However with over 40% of city centre businesses being 
independent, Hull has created a unique high street that enjoys 
a tight knit business community supported by initiatives set up 
through Hull BID and Hull City Council.

MEET WHITEFRIARGATE

At the heart of the city development the 
once bustling Whitefriargate like many 
streets in the UK suffered declining footfall 
and reduced occupancy rates is attracting 
new vendors back to this traditional retail 
centre. Using Heritage Action Zone and High 
Street Challenge Fund, frontages have been 
refurbished, public realm improved and new 
businesses including an independent arts 
venue, café and book and music store have 
moved to the street. 

Contact the Invest Hull team so we can 
find you the perfect premises for your next 
investment. 
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The success of Hull 2017 has demonstrated the 
power of cultural regeneration. The legacy of 
Hulls year in the spotlight has been reinforced 
by an expanded leisure offer and an animated 
city centre.

BONUS ARENA 

Success in its first year of operation pre 
Covid-19 the venue was targeting 50 shows a 
year. It is currently on target to achieve 200 
in 2022. The size of the venue attracts acts 
that draw an audience from outside the city 
and with a high sell out rate it is common 
to see shows add additional dates giving 
additional busy show nights to the surrounding 
businesses. The Binus Areana has put the city 
firmly in the diaries of managers programming 
tours, exhibitions, conferences and shows. 

HULL TRUCK, CITY HALL 
AND NEW THEATRE 

Hull Truck celebrates its 50th anniversary and 
continues to draw audiences from across the 
region to it’s touring and home grown shows 
while Hull City Hall and Hull New Theatre 
(which was refurbished in 2018) continue to 
attract major touring performances throughout 
the year. 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

Outside of traditional venues there is a packed 
programme of events that have been developed 
to drive footfall into the city centre, increase 
dwell time, animate the city, and provide 
opportunities to businesses to extend trading. 
The country’s largest unsigned bands festival 
sits alongside other annual events such as 
Freedom Festival, The New Spring Awakening 
Festival, folk, maritime and civic events, the 
literature festival; Humber Mouth and weekly 
live music. Add to this conferences, business 
events and exhibitions and the city bustles 
throughout the year. 

A CITY CENTRE ALIVE 
WITH EVENTS



BREWERY SCENE  

There is a huge thirst for great beer in the city, literally! Riding the 
increase in popularity of craft beer and ciders the growth in bars 
and restaurants supporting smaller breweries. Even our Minster 
hosts an annual beer and cider festival! Our local brewer Atom 
have gone from strength to strength and now service many of 
the city centre bars and cafés with their award winning science 
backed beers. The arrival of high street names such as Brewdog 
alongside growing independents and historic pubs work together 
to build an evening economy that offers choice to residents and 
visitors as well as an opportunity for investors.

MUSIC VENUES 

Hull has a history of attracting and growing the 
best live music. Historic venues including the New 
Adelphi (Pulp, Beautiful South, Happy Mondays, 
Oasis and Greenday have all played in here) and 
weekly local live music at The Polar Bear have 
cemented Hull as the place to cut teeth for new and 
emerging bands. Beyond this Hull is home to The 
Sesh, the country’s largest unsigned and emerging 
artist festival which champions talent from across 
the UK and many live music nights. 

investhull.co.uk16

HISTORIC OLD TOWN 

Retaining one of only 2 remaining medieval street patterns in 
Yorkshire. Hull’s historic old town is packed full of character and 
charm. So much so that sections of the area have been used in 
several feature films to double as Victorian London (with some 
dressing!).  
When Hollywood isn’t in town the variety of old town pubs, bars 
and restaurant support a thriving evening economy. Plotting 
parlours, the countries smallest window and hidden nooks full of 
atmospheric pubs.



Hull is already a well-connected city with 
excellent road and rail links, north to south 
and east to west, and looking out to Europe 
through ABP ports and Humberside Airport. 
More essentially then ever digital connectivity 
is where Hull excels.

Hull’s digital infrastructure is unrivalled. We are one of the most 
digitally enabled cities in the world with full fibre to the entire city 
and speeds of one gigabit per second, supported by 40,000 Mbps 
of connectivity through a new CXNDC data centre.

We are at the forefront of the development and deployment of 
new environmental technologies. Achieving an environmentally 
resilient and sustainable economy is a ‘must do’ for us, we are 
global leaders in tackling climate change which we see as an 
imperative for a maritime city as we look at new and innovative 
ways to live. 

According to Tech-nation, in 2020 we secured the most tech 
investment of any northern city and 5th in the country outside  
of London.
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CONNECTED CITY

“The £100m investment we’re 
announcing today is a huge vote 
of confidence in our regional 
business from our new owners, 
who recognise the great potential 
this region has to grow and 
prosper with quality ultrafast 
broadband.”

KCOM

“When you start to think of a 
city as programmable, there is 
opportunity to not only improve 
individual services with technology, 
but use combined data insight from 
those services to create a holistic, 
actionable view for local authorities.” 

“Hull City Council are investing 
in the future of their city to help it 
become one of the smartest in the 
world, and we’re delighted to be a 
part of that with Connexin.” 

Scot Gardner, Chief Executive,  
Cisco UK & Ireland 



INVEST HULL 
The team at Invest Hull are able to support 
the arrival of new businesses to the city and 
provide access and advice on a range of funding 
opportunities including the Humber High Street 
challenge fund, Old town grant Scheme, Historic 
England funding and now also the Levelling Up 
fund. The latter of which will provide grants of 
up to £750,000 as part of a £7.5m investment in 
improving the city centre. 

Our team will be able to advise on funding support ranging from 
grant funding to loans through to equity funding. The eligibility 
criteria and the amount you may be able to receive are different 
from scheme to scheme. 

Our team is able to carry out searches on behalf of businesses 
using a bespoke online platform. The system allows us to identify 
a range of funding options based on company profile, social aims, 
growth stage, and other factors. Contact a member of the team to 
learn more.
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OUR BUSINESS SUPPORT TEAM 
ARE HERE TO HELP, WE CAN: 

n NAVIGATE YOU THROUGH 
POTENTIAL FUNDING AND 
INCENTIVES 

n IDENTIFY THE OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE TO YOU NOW AND 
IN THE FUTURE 

n SUPPORT YOU IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR 
FUNDING CASE 

n ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR 
APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT 
FUNDING, LOANS, EQUITY OR 
CONSULTANCY SUPPORT 



LEVELLING UP FUND 
GRANT SCHEME

CONTACT US
Email: investhull@hullcc.gov.uk

Hull City Council, Guildhall, Hull,  
East Yorkshire, HU1 2AA, UK

FOLLOW US 

@hullccnews

@investhull
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GRANTS WILL BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO FUND VIABLE 
PROPOSALS TO:

n RESTORE HERITAGE 
BUILDINGS

n IMPROVE DILAPIDATED 
BUILDINGS

n BRING BACK INTO USE 
VACANT FLOORSPACE

n CREATE NEW PERMANENT 
JOBS

n CONVERT BUILDINGS TO 
SUSTAINABLE USE 

Single grants of up to £750,000 can be awarded 
with a minimum of 50% match funding from 
the applicant. We would like to hear from you. 
Expressions of interest in the grant scheme are 
now open. 

The grant scheme will cover Whitefriargate, 
Albion Square and the surrounding connecting 
area. 

Hull City Council has been awarded  
£19.5 million from the Government’s  
Levelling Up Fund to support infrastructure 
within the city.

£7.5 million of this fund will be used to create a new grant scheme 
which aims to bring unused floorspace of any vacant or partially 
occupied property back into use. Similar to previous grant 
schemes in the Old Town, the Levelling Up Grant scheme will 
allow various diverse businesses to open and operate, breathing 
new life into the area. 

LUF Grant Scheme boundary map
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